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Celebrating Serra’s Advent Party on December 4, 2016.  Deacon Bill Barnes,  Father John Kel-
ler, Candice & Ed Tyrrell and Seminarian Kingsley Nwoko at the Steamboat Steakhouse.  We 
had over 70 people attend and good time was had by all.   













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Candice and the 

Serra Club of North Houston on 

your outstanding achievement in 

promoting  vocations in the Archdi-

ocese of Galvesston-Houston.   

 



Serran’s delivered the gift bags to the seminary on December 2nd, 2016.   

 

 

Seminarians  Michael Drab, Deacon 
Michael McFall and Matthew Suniga 
took a break from their exams and 
joined us. 





It was a beautiful sunny day and we had a fantastic time delivering the gift bags to 
the seminary. 



Serran’s Dan & Ramona Scarlett with their 6 year old granddaughter Alexis and a beautiful 
story on the next page.   



 

 

    On December 11
th

, Jessica Barnes posted a short note and photo on her Facebook 
expressing sadness for her daughter, Alexis, who celebrated her 6

th
birthday that day 

at a roller rink. None of her 17 classmates came, and Alexis was so concerned that 
something bad had happened to her friends.  Within minutes, the photo and story be-
gan to circulate on Facebook, and Jessica and Kyle were contacted by Charlie Diggs 
who wanted to organize another birthday celebration for Alexis.  Before long, things 
went viral and media and people from around the country were following this story. 
      
On Sunday, December 18

th
, despite the very cold temperatures, over 1000 people 

came out to celebrate Alexis’ Surprise Birthday Bash at Bareback Bar in Spring.  Char-
lie, who organizes events for charity and businesses, called upon the community to 
show their love and support for Alexis and others that have alopecia, an autoimmune 
disease that causes hair loss.  Alexis and her family were very surprised and overjoyed 
with the outpouring of love!  The community came together in such a remarkable way 
as businesses, photographers, musicians and individuals donated their time, snow, 
moon walks, cakes and cupcakes, petting zoos, face painting, photo booth, and even a 
trip to Disneyworld with a dance company!  Miss Texas, Sarah Blanton, led the crowd 
singing “Happy Birthday” and many kids had their photos taken with Disney Princess-
es and Star Wars characters.  The kids loved a chance to play in snow in Spring!  The 
best part was that people with alopecia came from all over Texas and the director of 
the Children’s Alopecia Project flew in from Baltimore!   
      
Alexis received cards and gifts from people all over the country, and kept just a very 
few.  She chose to donate the rest to help other children have gifts for Christmas.  The 
following week her family and Charlie Diggs packed up a truck full of the toys and 
along with Miss Texas, took them to The Children’s Center in Galveston.  This organi-
zation supports children that are in foster homes and an orphanage for children wait-
ing for a family to adopt them.  The children had a wonderful Christmas surprise and 
Alexis had a great play day!  The publicity from KHOU 11 resulted in many calls to the 
center from people interested in adopting and helping these children. 
      
Alexis teamed up with Charlie Diggs and donated items for auction for a benefit to 
support Chelsea, a 10 year old fighting cancer.  Over 1000 people from the Spring 
community came out to support Chelsea on January 8

th
 at Bareback Bar and over 

$38,000 was raised to help pay for medical expenses.  
      
This outpouring of love from our community is certainly Christ in action and leaves 
such a wonderful example for our children and grandchildren of giving time, talent 
and treasure to others! 
      
I had the pleasure of caring for Alexis in the nursery a couple years back during one of 
the masses.  I remember her well, because she is just the sweetest little girl you could 
ever meet.   



Past Serra Governor Larry Massey at the Focus Seminar in San Antonio with the Dominican Sisters!  

This is how our President spends her spare time, if she finds any.  I found her in Atlanta GA 
with all of her siblings.  They didn’t win but they did make it to sudden death.  Go Candice.!!!!  



 

FATHER JOHN AND HIS YOUNG PARISHIONER 

 

It was the Sunday after Christmas at St Peter and Saint Paul's Church in Borden, 

Kent, England.  Father John was looking at the nativity scene prior to packing away 

the figures when he noticed the baby Jesus was missing from the scene. 

Immediately, Father John turned towards the vicarage in order to call the police. 

But as he was about to do so, he saw little Harry with a red wagon, and in the wag-

on was the figure of the little infant, Jesus. 

Father John walked up to Harry and said, 'Well, Harry, where did you get the little 

infant?' 

Harry replied honestly, 'I took him from the church, Father John.' 

'And why did you take him?' 

With a sheepish smile, Harry said, 'Well, about a week before Christmas 

I prayed to little Lord Jesus. I told him if he would bring me a red wag-

on for Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block in it.' 

  



Home Parish: Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Fort Stockton 

Seminary: St. Mary’s Seminary,  
Houston, TX 

My name is Timothy Hayter and I am a seminarian for 

the Diocese of San Angelo.  I grew up as the youngest 

of four siblings on a cattle ranch forty miles southwest 

of Fort Stockton, TX.  After graduating Fort Stockton 

High School, I attended Howard Junior College and 

Texas Tech University where I majored in food science 

and minored in business.  Upon graduating from Texas 

Tech in 2005 I worked in the food industry and business 

in Grand Prairie, TX and Fort Stockton, TX before dis-

In my free time I enjoy the outdoors whether it be riding horses and working with livestock or 
traveling.  I also like to run as well as play and watch various sports. 
Growing up, my family and I sporadically attended Mass a few times a year.  While in high 
school I began to come to know God and see my need for Him.  My faith would gradually 
grow from my time in high school through my mid-twenties, along with my desire and com-
mitment to serve God fully.  Starting in 2009, I began to be drawn to the priesthood.  I was 
nervous at first and not sure about it, but through much time and prayer, God has made things 
more clear and ensured me that He will provide the strength, understanding, patience and per-
severance that I need to serve Him in this way.   
 
I was ordained a transitional deacon this past June 25, 2016, and pending final approval this 
spring, through God’s grace, will be ordained a priest in San Angelo June 10, 2017.  It has 
been a beautiful blessing to be able to serve the Church as a deacon and has brought me much 
joy and peace.  I served in Fort Stockton this past summer, and I currently serve at Sacred 
Heart in Conroe two weekends a month while I finish up my last year of seminary formation at 
St. Mary’s Seminary.  I am thankful for my time in seminary formation in Houston.  I have met 
many supportive and helpful people along the way.  Thank you all for your prayers and sup-
port. 
 
Favorite Scripture Luke 5: 30-32:   
The Pharisees and their scribes complained to his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink 
with tax collectors and sinners? “  Jesus said to them in reply, “Those who are healthy do not 
need a physician, but the sick do.  I have not come to call the righteous to repentance, but sin-
ners.”   
 



 HOUSTON OKONMA 

 

 

Home Parish: St. Christopher Church, Hou-
ston, TX 

Seminary: St. Mary’s Seminary, Houston, TX 

 

My interest in the priesthood stemmed from second grade, where in CCE class I was allowed 
to sit in the presiding chair at St. Christopher’s Parish in the southeast side of town. Soon, as 
I began serving mass, my pastor introduced the idea of the priesthood and deemed it some-
thing worthwhile. Growing up through grade-school and in high school, I felt as if I was ca-
pable of being a good priest. It was just not something I wanted to do. Upon becoming more 
aware of the shortage of priests and feeling called to the priesthood in my late high school 
age, I left it as more of a grudging option…to help out the church. And so I named myself 
“Peter” during confirmation to always remind myself that I could be a rock in the church, as 
I was a rock to many who needed help or guidance. Then I went to the University of Hou-
ston to further pursue a career in health, just as I mapped out from my DeBakey High School 
days. I soon found out that keeping “Peter” in mind was just the beginning, and God would 
reveal my inevitable need to serve the many that I’d meet, from organizations to people 
around campus. As the oldest of four in a Nigerian household, finishing college was another 
step in cementing one’s livelihood and creating a family, a path for your siblings to follow…
not necessarily to change paths afterwards and soon become a priest. Although this has been 
something hidden deep inside of me, being a priest allows me to be a tool of God’s love. I’m 
able to touch the lives of many, just as I was put on this earth to accomplish. Becoming a 
priest is not a task that helps the church, but fulfills my being in this world.  



                                                                                                                             
Come out and cheer on our Seminarians, including  Ryan    
Stawaisz , son of  Serran’s Ray and Susan Stawaisz.  
 
There will be a basketball game , April 21st at Strake Jesuit 

High School with the Priests playing the Seminarians.  Please mark your calen-
dars.  This will be something you won’t want to miss.  While they do have a 
pretty strong Seminarian team, Fr. Preston has the priest team pretty stacked, so 
it should be interesting.  Time is  7:15 PM . 

DID YOU KNOW that there are special seminar ies for men enter ing 
the priesthood later in life, seminaries where students range from ages 25 
to 60?  Many of these men have thought about being a priest at one time 
or another but, for whatever reason, pushed the idea to the back of their 
minds.  They are men who have made a career change to a second         
vocation, the priesthood.  They’re ordinary people, men who have been 
electricians, teachers, barbers, policemen, social workers, businessmen, 
farmers, dentists.  Some are widowers, even grandfathers.  Diverse 
though their backgrounds may be, they now share one aim in life: to be-
come a priest and serve God’s people.  Could you be one of them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please keep Elisa Gonzales 
and Jan Vines in your 
prayers for a speedy recov-
ery.  These beautiful Ser-
ran’s  are both recovering 
from surgery. 



Let Us Continue to Pray For Our Priests, Seminarians 

and Clergy Serra Club of North Houston Board 
Members 
 
President… Candice Tyrrell 
VP of Programs...Maria Vitucci 
VP of Membership…Phil Dugan 
VP of Vocations… Carol Cason 
VP of Comm...Lynn Lewis 
Treasurer…Pat Kocan 
Secretary...Yolanda Cadena 
Trustee….Patty Sukala-McCollum 
Trustee….Anne Shepherd Knapp 
Trustee….Terrie Mancini 
 
Chaplain...Father James Burkart 
 
Newsletter ...Lynn Lewis 

Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations 
 
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son supreme and eternal 
Priest for the glory of Your majesty and the salvation of mankind: grant 
that those whom He has chosen ministers and dispensers of His mysteries 
may be found faithful in fulfilling the ministry they have received.  Amen 

Pope’s mission 
of  love inspires 

the nation. 

We would like to offer our prayers and condolences to the family and friends of Deacon 
Charles (Chuck) Butler, who passed into the loving hands of Our Lord on November 29th, 
2016.  A true servant of Christ and the community of Prince of Peace Catholic Church.  
Chuck was a long serving Deacon at Prince of Peace Catholic Community and touched the 
lives of both parishioners and others, participating in the celebration of masses, baptismal 
rites, reconciliations, hospital visitations, wedding ceremonies and funerals. His absence will 
be deeply felt in the church community, as well as in the lives of his beloved family and 
friends. He was loved by many and will be truly missed.   
 
Also, please keep Father John Keller, Pastor at Prince of Peace Catholic Community in your 
prayers.  He has been released from the hospital but is still in need of prayers for continued 
healing.   

Vocations crisis 
needs fervent 
prayer not despair 
or lax admissions 

Dates To Remember 
 

Feb. 22nd Patty Schneier St. Louis, MO 
March 25th. Sat..Villa de Matel  
Convent 
The 75th Anniversary of the Serra Club 
of Houston with Cardinal DiNardo will 
be held April 24, 2017  
April 26th...Consecrated Ladies-
Monica Trevino 
May 27th., Serra Officer Installation 
Mass & Dinner 

https://www.google.com/search?q=holy+pictures&biw=1280&bih=908&tbm=isch&imgil=1AxuX66SFwYCxM%253A%253BDYx1i5NH8ugYqM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.catholictradition.org%25252FChrist%25252Fholy-wounds3.htm&source=iu&pf=m&fir=1AxuX66SFwYCxM%253A%252CDYx

